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all Utopians, has succumbed at last to a Utopia, the
Utopia of the elecincians. He is throwing all his weight
into a scheme for the development of great power
stations in Russia to serve whole provinces with light,
with transport, and with power. Two experimental
districts, he said, had already been electrified. Can one
imagine a more courageous project in a vast flat land of
forests and illiterate peasants, with no water power, with
no technical skill available, and with trade and industry
at the last gasp ? Projects for such electrification are in
process of development in Holland and they have been
discussed in England, and in those densely-populated and
highly-developed centres one can imagine them as suc-
cessful, economical, and altogether beneficial. But their
application in Russia is an altogether greater strain upon
the constructive imagination. I cannot see anything of
the sort happening in this dark crystal of Russia, but
this little man at the Kremlin can. ..."

And the liltle man was right. And Wells was wrong.
Lenin knew what were the issues at stake.

" Without a plan of electrification we cannot tackle
the work of actual construction. We need this programme
as the first rough draft, to be placed before the whole of
Russia, of an economic plan, calculated ahead for at
least ten years and showing the way now to give Russia
in actual fact the economic basis that is required by
Communism. . . . Communism is Soviet government
plus the electrification of the whole country. Otherwise
the country will remain a country of small peasant
economy, and it is up to us to realize this quite clearly."

Whilst these words were being spoken at the Eighth
All-Russia Congress, bullets were still singing over the
banks of the Dnieper; the Kichkas bridge was blown into
fragments, and a German army of occupation had entered
Kiev.

At this very moment, and as if heedless of their peril,
the engineer, Krzhizhanosky, mounted the rostrum of the
Great Theatre in Moscow and announced the most fantastic
plans.